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Check the website for cancelations 
due to weather.

It is up-to-the-minute information
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2) Signup for email with material and announcements for the class
using flocknote.  Check spam if you are not getting them

3)     Please use the NEW AMERICAN BIBLE with Revised New Testament
We will follow the divisions set by the NAB
We will refer to the footnotes found in the NAB
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1)Flocknote by your email
2)How to sign up

4



1/22/23

2

January 9 – Introductory Class – Overview of Matthew

January 16 – The Proclamation of the Kingdom (3:1-7:29)

January 23 – The Ministry and Mission in Galilee (8:1-11:1)

January 30 – The Opposition from Israel (11:2-13:53)

February 6 – Jesus, the Kingdom, and the Church (13:54-18:35)

February 13 – Ministry in Judea and Jerusalem (19:1-25:46)
** In Infancy Narrative and the Passion and Resurrection are treated in other classes.
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Preparation

Summary
Ministry

First
Discourse
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

John is preaching 
East of Jerusalem (desert) 
Near the Jordan River
Message is repent for the kingdom

of heaven is at hand
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John the Baptist and Elijah 

The expectation of the return of Elijah to 
prepare Israel for the final manifestation of 
the Kingdom of God.

Malichi 3:23-24 (last words of the OT)
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

What do you 
notice about the 
footnote that 
sends you to 4:17 
and 10:7?

See footnote: Mt 4:17 and 10:7
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

3:2
John the Baptist preaches, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

4:17
From that time on, Jesus began to say, 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand

10:7 (Sending out the 12)
As you go, make this proclamation:  
“The Kingdom of God is at hand. 

See footnote: Mt 4:17 and 10:7
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

“Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”
1. Appears 32 times in the Gospel 

– Some use Reign of God
2. Does not use Kingdom of God 

as in Mark and Luke
Jews would not have used 
“YHWH”

3. The Kingdom of Heaven is not 
geographical

It is already here 
but not completely

4. One needs to repent

See footnote: Mt 4:17 and 10:7
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

The lack of holiness of the Leaders
1. Pharisees – lay leaders

Progressive theology
Accommodations for non-Jews
Appealed to the ordinary person

2. Sadducees – priests, elite, 
influence over the temple and 
the political elite

3. Repentance must be shown in 
deeds, produce good fruit

An example of Matthew being harsh 
on the state of the leadership
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

Separating Wheat from Chaff
The separation between good 
and evil is imaged by how a 
farmer separates wheat from 
chaff.

Winnowing fan
Wheat and Chaff
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The Preaching of John the Baptist (3:1-12)

How could this be read from 
the heart and meaningful to 
you?

Winnowing Fan
Wheat and Chaff
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Baptism of Jesus by John answers 3 questions
- Why is Jesus submitting to John’s Baptism?
- Why is Jesus, who is without sin, being baptized?
- How does John’s baptism differ from Jesus?
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Baptism of Jesus by John answers 3 questions that many Christians have 
about the relationship between Jesus and John
- Why is Jesus submitting to John’s Baptism?
- Why is Jesus, who is without sin, being baptized?
- How does John’s baptism differ from Jesus?

From the mouth of John, he says, 
- Jesus is greater than John. 
- John’s baptism is one of 
repentance, Jesus will have a 
greater baptism (fire and 
spirit)

From the mouth of God, Jesus’ 
baptism is affirmed.
Jesus is baptized to fulfill all 
righteousness – he lives the 
history of his people
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Making a connection

Matthew 3:17

Matthew 17:5

Matthew 27:54
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Jesus in the Desert
3 doubts Jesus faced
1) If you are the Son of God, gratify your own hunger
2) If you are the Son of God, display your power in a showy way
3) Reject your Father and you can have all that you want in this life

Connects with the desert experience of Israel.
Israel failed, Jesus reverses their failure

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he must face 
the demon who tempts him to abuse the work 
given to him.

Note:  The evil one knows scripture and warps it.

Ends with Jesus having the protection from His 
Father
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Jesus  begins his ministry

In the OT Naphtali and Zebulun were 
destroyed by the Assyrians and it was 
promised that the light to the nations 
would rise from there
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Calling of the First Disciples

1. Jesus initiates the invitation to follow him.  He calls. They 
respond immediately

2. Discipleship is not just intellectual, one must follow, it is active
3. He calls them into community, and he calls them as pairs
4. He has a special relationship with Peter, James and John

20
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The Sermon on the Mount
Discourse 1

Jesus is presented as Moses 
but is greater than Moses

Jesus is the authoritative 
interpreter of the Law

Jesus sat down to teach

Fulfillment of the Law and 
the Prophets

The core teachings of Jesus
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The Sermon on the Mount
The Beatitudes

8 statements of Blessings and promises

1) Those who are poor.  Matthew adds “in spirit” to include all people to 
recognize their dependence on God

2) Those who mourn will be comforted
3) Those who are meek, (those not impressed by their own self-importance), 

humble
4) Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness (Right relationship with God, 

self, others)
5) Those who exercise mercy
6) Those with a clean heart, those who have not worshiped other gods
7) Those devoted to peacemaking
8) Those who are persecuted for righteousness
Extra line format change – Find joy in suffering, find hope in heavenly reward
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The Sermon on the Mount
Salt that loses it taste  - Light that is hidden under a bushel basket

Salt is used for seasoning, preservation, 
and purifying, ratify covenants and for 
liturgy

Salt is in the world, like in food, but not 
seen.

Your light of faith must shine for the world to see and give glory to God
Faith is not given to be hidden but to be seen

23

Preparation

Summary
Ministry

First
Discourse

Law
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The Sermon on the Mount

Jesus’ Teachings on the Law

He is the the fulfillment of 
the Law

He is the authentic 
interpreter of the law

He goes beyond the law

25

The Sermon on the Mount
Teaching about the Law

Clearly - Jesus fulfills the Law as it should 
be fulfilled 

He is an observant Jew 
He is devoted to keeping the Law
He does not replace the Law
He does not break the Law
He fulfills the Law

Jesus is the authentic interpreter of the Law
We are responsible for what we teach others about the Law (don’t teach others 

to break the law, we teach each other how to sin)
Righteousness must surpass those of the Religious Leaders (negative-they do not 

follow the law)

26

The Sermon on the Mount
Jesus goes beyond the Law

6 antithetical statements – contrasting statements
You have heard it said … But I say to you ….

The former understanding of the Law is inadequate and Jesus has put greater 
demands on his disciples

1) On anger
2) On adultery
3) On divorce
4) On taking oaths
5) On non-retaliation 
6) On  Loving your enemies
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The Sermon on the Mount
Anger

Not just killing but being angry makes us liable to judgment 
since it leads to killing
1) Saying Raqa (you fool) or insulting one another must be 

avoided
2) Leave your gift at the altar and reconcile with others, 

then come and offer gifts to God.  
3) Try to reconcile before taking your brother or sister to 

court.  Do not let them escalate to the level of going to 
court

For the disciple – one defuses anger and tries to reconcile 
before conflicts grow to the level of murder.

One is to be righteous – be in right relationship with God, 
self and others
RIGHTEOUS ANGER – outrage at injustice that leads to 
change
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The Sermon on the Mount
Adultery

Lust leads to adultery

Excessive measures to stay 
away from Lust.

Tear out your right eye if it 
causes you to sin so to stay 
out of Gehenna

Cut off your right hand if it 
causes you to sin.

Use of hyperbole (exaggerated and not meant to be taken literally)   
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The Sermon on the Mount
Divorce

I say to you, whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) causes her 
to commit adultery and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery

In all the other gospels and later in Matthew, the prohibition of divorce is absolute

The is an exception clause found only here in that unlawful marriages must be broken
The use of Porneia or blood marriages, incest were to be broken up.  There is absolute 
prohibition of divorce when the marriage is lawful.
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The Sermon on the Mount

Taking Oaths
This is about HONESTY
Never need to “swear on the Bible”

Christias integrity must be great, so great that there is 
no need to swear to have people believe you
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The Sermon on the Mount
Retaliation

Jewish Law put limits on retribution with an eye for an eye
Curtail Escalating vengeance

Must confront evil but non-retaliation breaks the cycle of violence
1) One strikes on the right cheek, offer him the left
2) One takes you to court for your tunic, hand him the cloak too
3) One press you into service for one mile, go two with him
4) One asks for something, give it, do not turn your back on needy
Exposes the evil by the generosity 
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The Sermon on the Mount

Love your enemy
Love your neighbors and hate 
your enemies

Jesus says:  Love your enemies 
and pray for your persecutors 

The reason for this command is 
that God acts this way.

We are to imitate God’s love

Be perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect
“Perfect” is not so much moral 
perfection as full maturity, whole
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End of the 
antithetical 
sayings 

You have heard 
it said …  Now I 
tell you

Shift in the way Jesus teachings
Chapter 6

The three pillars 
of Jewish 
Spirituality

Prayer

Fasting

Alm
sgiving
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Preparation
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Law

Jewish 
Spirit-
uality
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The Sermon on the Mount

Almsgiving 
Ostentatious Givers already got their reward
Hypocrites-those who pretend to be what they are not
Repayment comes only from God

36
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The Sermon on the Mount

Prayer 
Jesus is not speaking of not going to the synagogue
Jesus is not making a statement of private/public prayer
Jesus is not making a statement on formal prayer
Jesus himself went to the synagogue
Jesus himself teaches us the Our Father

Jesus is referring to prayer that attracts attention
Prayer is communion – Go to your inner room
Prayer is about communion with God, not human praise
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The Sermon on the Mount
The Our Father

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 
and do not subject us to the 
final test, 
but deliver us from the evil 
one. 

1) Our Father in Heaven is common in 
Jewish Prayers

2) Our speaks of the communal nature
3) Father speaks of power  as well as 

intimacy
4) Hallowed by your name / your 

kingdom come / your will be done 
speak of our desire for God

5) Give us  daily bread / forgive our sins/ 
do not subject us to the test  / deliver 
us from evil. – asks for divine 
assistance

Bread – Spiritual and physical
Link our forgiveness with God forgiving us
Final test – asking God’s protection
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The Sermon on the Mount

Fasting 
Do not call attention to your pious acts but do it for God
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Summary
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First
Discourse

Law

Jewish 
Spirit-
uality

Disciples
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The Sermon on the Mount
Choices Disciples Make

1) Store up treasures in heaven and in the things of 
this world.  Heart centered on God

2) Keep your eyes sound by being careful what you 
take into your soul and you will remain sound

3) Cannot serve both God and money
4) Depend on God.  Seek his kingdom first and you 

will be cared for.  Do not worry about tomorrow
5) Stop judging others, only God judges.  THIS DOES 

NOT MEAN OVERLOOKING WRONGDOING
6) Do not give what is holy to those who do not 

appreciate it

41

The Sermon on the Mount
Choices Disciples Make  (Cont.)

7) God provides good for his children as parents do.  
God provides for those who are in right 
relationship and seek his will (righteous)

8) Golden Rule – “Do to others whatever you would 
have them do to you.” 
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Law

Jewish 
Spirit-
uality

Disciples

Warnings
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The Sermon on the Mount
Urgent sayings and warnings of Jesus

1) The road to hell is wide, the rode to heaven is narrow.
2) There will be false prophets who come to you in God’s 

name for your benefit.
- You will know by their fruits

3) True disciples are those who DO the will of God not just 
speak about it.  Do not just say, LORD, LORD, but do the 
will of the Father Even those who preach about Jesus 
and use his name may not be known by him.

4) Listen to the words of Jesus AND ACT ON THEM builds 
one a firm foundation that can survive storms.  Build 
your house on Rock or build on sand

44



1/22/23

12

And so ends 
The Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 7:28-29
When Jesus 
finished these 
words, the crowds 
were astonished at 
his teaching, for he 
taught them as one 
having authority, 
and not as their 
scribes

Discourse #1
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